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See how your 
compassion 
gave David 
a fresh start... 
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A Message from CARLOS BALDOVINOS

“Love your 
neighbor as 
yourself...” 
- Matthew 22:39

Sharing a story of God's hope this summer.

A meal served with LOVE for a neighbor in need… just $3.03!

Summer’s extreme heat is arriving in 
Bakersfield, and too many neighbors remain 
outdoors – standing in long, sunbaked lines for 
a single meal, thirsty, exhausted and exposed 
to danger. 

At The Mission at Kern County, we’ve seen 
God move over these last 6 months: people 
rescued from the streets, lives changed and 
hope restored.  

We are excited to announce that 
construction is now underway on a much-
needed kitchen and dining room that will 
safely seat up to 180 guests per mealtime, plus 
a learning center and additional transitional 
housing. These spaces will keep people out of 
the elements and provide stable care. 

This month we begin our 3-month 
Love Your Neighbor campaign. Your gifts 
and prayers will provide cooling relief, meals, 
safe shelter and Christ-centered support 
that leads to lasting change. Read David and 
LaVonne’s stories to see real lives transformed. 

Please join us – whether once or for all 
three months – to protect and restore our 
homeless neighbors.  

I’ll be so grateful.  

Carlos Baldovinos 
Executive Director

When LaVonne came to us 25 years ago, she was struggling with 
addiction. She remembers doing job training in a tiny kitchen, where 
she and others cooked on a single stove, grill and oven. 

“It was so cramped,” she says. “We did the best we could, but it 
was hard.”

Today, as our Kitchen Manager, LaVonne manages the preparation 
and service of 250–300 meals, three times a day. Our kitchen and 
aging appliances simply can’t keep up with the demand. 

She points to the long lines down 21st Street and King Street... 
people waiting for a seat in our crowded dining room. “They come 
even when it’s pouring rain or 110 degrees outside,” she says.  

After training at the Mission, LaVonne attended culinary school 
– where she saw how a safer, more efficient kitchen produces better 
food. She describes the equipment she needs: a tilt skillet, large kettle, 
bigger grills, permanent fryers and convection ovens. 

“We could do everything at once instead of in batches. It’s safer 
and faster,” she says. “People won’t have to stand in the rain or rush 
to eat their food because someone else is waiting.” 

A new kitchen will also provide safer working conditions for staff 
and volunteers. Residents learn knife skills, food safety and sanitation. 
“People tell me later that what they learned here helped them keep 
a job,” LaVonne says. “It gives them confidence.” 

LaVonne’s story is the kind of change the new kitchen will 
multiply. Her ask is simple and clear: “Help us build a kitchen that 
feeds bodies – and rebuilds lives.”

“Help feed bodies... and rebuild lives.”

“It breaks my heart to see 
people standing out in the 
elements for a healthy meal.” 
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A  s a child, David spent a lot of time alone – 
preferring books and drawing to socializing with 

his peers. But as an adult, that changed. He found 
deep joy in helping people, and most of his jobs 
involved giving back to his community.

 But after his girlfriend tragically passed away, 
David became the one in need of help. “I just shut 
down. I didn’t want to talk to anyone. I didn’t even 
know if I wanted to keep living.” 

In his time of greatest need, David remembered 
the Mission. The day he walked through our doors 
was his first step toward healing. He remembered 
what it felt like to help others. And in helping others, 
he helped himself. 

As he developed relationships with our staff and 
guests, David embraced opportunities to understand 
where others are in their journey – which helped him 
better understand himself. 

“I was struggling, but here 
I’ve gotten stronger,” he says. 
“Being surrounded by good people with 
positive attitudes is so important.”

Today, David is a member of our staff. His 
dedication to service is stronger than ever. “I just 
try to offer what 
I can... whether it’s 
spiritual or emotional 
support, or just 
someone willing to 
listen,” he says.

Because of you, 
neighbors like David 
know that God loves 
them and they are 
worthy of a new 
beginning. Thank 

you for opening the door to hope and 
healing this summer! “I started a new life 
at the Mission, and I’m looking forward to 
it. There will always be someone who needs 
help. I won’t give up.”

Sharing a story of God's hope this summer. “I started a 
new life.”  

“Without the Mission, 
I would be dead. 
It saved my life.”  



Your gift of $3.03 provides a hot, 
nourishing meal – and can lead to 
other life-changing services like 
shelter, Christ-centered counsel 
and recovery.

Summer care kits are a simple way for families to serve together 
while teaching children an important truth: not everyone has a safe 
place to call home. By creating these kits, you’ll open the door to 
meaningful conversations about empathy, dignity and what it looks 
like to care for our neighbors in real, tangible ways.

Learn more under “Care Kits” at themissionkc.org/donate. 

Plan to join our Executive Director, Carlos Baldovinos, for 
an honest conversation about homelessness, addiction and 

mental health. Details coming soon!

YOU CAN SHOW 
A HURTING 

NEIGHBOR THEY’RE 
NOT ALONE!

Give now!  
themissionkc.org 

Give during our 
Love Your Neighbor 
campaign… and 
show local people 
who are homeless 
and hurting that 
you care.

It starts with 
a meal…

and ends with 
a life renewed!

Conversations on a Bench will be back in October!  

Care kits needed! 
An activity for the whole family... 

Save the date! 
The Mission Cup Golf Tournament will be on 
October 19th at Bakersfield Country Club. 

For more information or to 
register, scan the QR code or email 
ahall@ themissionkc.org 


