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THANK YOU  
FOR SHARING

Christmas blessingsChristmas blessings
WITH RUDY!
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Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!

Rudy was the oldest of his siblings. His parents were just 
kids themselves when they became parents – his mom 

was 15 and his dad was 17. They did their best to raise Rudy, 
but when the family split, Rudy was left to fend for himself.

“I grew up too fast,” he says. “I was taking care of 
myself in high school. I had a job, a car and money. I was 
my own guardian.”

With complete freedom at such a young age, 
Rudy fell into a partying lifestyle. He started 
drinking and was introduced to drugs – which was his 
downfall. He lost his apartment and his job. Then, his 
partner got pregnant with a baby girl. All of a sudden, 
Rudy realized he was going to be responsible for 
someone other than himself. 

“My daughter deserves more than the life I was 
living,” he says. “I thought I was grown up – but I wish I’d 
slowed down and taken school seriously. I didn’t even have 
a place to call my own.”

Rudy was determined to give his daughter 
stability and a home. But he needed a fresh start – 
which he found at The Mission at Kern County. 

In our Christian Life Training Discipleship Program, 
Rudy rediscovered his self-worth. Through counseling and 
classes, he grew mentally and emotionally, and he gained 
life skills to prepare him for his future. He also developed 
a relationship with Jesus.

As part of the program, Rudy thrived in his volunteer 
assignments – helping in the kitchen, sorting clothing 

donations and doing outreach to people still on the 
streets. He discovered a love for helping others, and 
it restored his self worth. 

“The Mission taught me how to be a good man and a 
good father. I’m a new person in Christ.”

 This Christmas, Rudy is experiencing the gifts of 
peace and hope for a brighter future. Thank you for 
sharing the blessings of God’s love with him! “I want 
to give back... to be there for someone like The Mission 
was here for me.” 

“I never thought I 
was good enough 

for love.”

A GOOD DAD.”
“��I WANT TO BE 



A Message from 
CARLOS BALDOVINOS

I don’t have to tell you... it’s been 
a challenging year. The January fires 
put an even bigger strain on already-
limited housing. The economy has 
remained difficult to navigate. There 
have been a lot of unknowns – and 
the demand for help from The 
Mission’s services remains high. 

But at Christmas, we try to 
take some of those cares away. We 
give our struggling neighbors a 
break from their worries with a 
community meal where everyone 
feels at home. It’s not just for our 
residents, but for anyone in Kern 
County who doesn’t have anywhere 
to go. We make sure everyone feels at 
home – like they’re part of our family. 

We are committed… perhaps 
more than ever… to continue (and 
even expand) our services to care for 
our neighbors in need. We can’t do it 
without community support around us 
from people like you.

When you give a meal for 
just $3.03, you open the doors to 
healing and transformation. People 
like Rudy (whose story is on page 3) will 
experience the blessings of God’s love 
that restores hearts and lives.

We love you… and continue to 
covet your support and prayers as we 
go into the holiday season.

Thank you for filling hearts with 
peace and hope this season… and every 
day of the year.

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director

You share the gifts You share the gifts 
of peace and hope of peace and hope 
at at ChristmasChristmas
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For our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness or hunger, Christmas 
can feel more lonely than joyful… but 
YOU can share the gifts of PEACE 
and HOPE. Just $3.03 provides a 
nourishing Christmas meal – and opens 
the door to recovery and a fresh start 
this holiday season.

Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!

Give a meal. Share Give a meal. Share peacepeace  and and hope!hope!

$3.03
for 1 hot meal 

SHARES 
PEACE & HOPE

That leads 
to new life!

We are collecting wrapped and unwrapped shoeboxes (in good condition) 
through December 15. Below are some suggestions to help us fill 

the boxes:

Please also pray for the individual receiving 
your gift!

If you wrap your own box, cover the box and 
lid separately. You can also enclose a personal 
note of encouragement.

Donations can be dropped off Monday-
Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 821 E. 21st Street 
“Donation Center.” Thank you for
your support!

Fill a shoebox for Christmas!

Combs
Chapstick

Washcloths
Tissues

Band-Aids
Socks

Lifesavers (or other 
candy)

Crackers
Other small items

Beanie/gloves

ADULTS

Small toys 
Coloring books

Crayons
Toothbrush

Toothpaste
School supplies

Friendship bracelet
Sunglasses

Baseball cards
Lollipops

Small puzzle

CHILDREN (ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14)



Homelessness and hunger don’t pause after the holidays. 
That’s why we need consistent, monthly partners to help 
neighbors in need all year long. 
Monthly giving helps us plan, serve more 
people, and say “yes” when someone 
comes to us for help. This season, don’t 
just give once – give ongoing hope. Scan 
the QR code with your smartphone to join 
our monthly donor family today!

BE THE REASON SOMEONE IS FED 
TOMORROW... AND THE DAY AFTER THAT. 

We need your help to serve community meals! Register now 
to help on Thanksgiving, November 27th, or Christmas Eve, 
Wednesday, December 24th.  
There are 3 ways to register: 
1.	 Visit www.themissionkc.org/volunteer
2.	 Call (661) 325-0863, ext. 219
3.	 Scan the QR Code below

CALLING ALL 
VOLUNTEERS!  

WE ARE EXPANDING…
AGAIN!

IMAGINE REBUILDING LIVES AND RESTORING HOPE.
Picture someone finally feeling relief... a warm meal and a 
welcoming smile after months of physical and emotional 
hardship. No longer worried about their next meal or surviving 
the night. They have a roof over their head after eviction – and 
are making a fresh start with the support they need. 

IMAGINE OUR COMMUNITY COMING TOGETHER.
Think of our community uniting to reduce homelessness – 
offering healing, restoration and the chance for people to 
become whole again. Together, we can help them take the 
first step toward stability and a brighter future.

EXCITING NEWS: CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN!
This September, we broke ground on a new 13,000-square-
foot facility at our Main Campus. It will include a kitchen and 
dining area to serve up to 180 people at once, plus a vocational 
center and transitional housing to support lasting change.

YOU CAN BE PART OF SOMETHING TRANSFORMATIVE.
This $5.2 million project is a vital next step – and we invite 
you to become a founding partner. Your generosity can 
accelerate the delivery of essential services and provide 
hope to those who need it most. And as thanks for your gift, 
your name will be included on a prominent sign inside the 
new facility – an enduring testament to your commitment to 
creating real change.

Together, we can turn hope into action – one life at a time! 
Please give a gift at themissionkc.org/needs. 

“The faith-based aspect is truly 
what sets The Mission apart. They 
are restoring families – which is why 
my family continues to invest time 
and resources into The Mission. 
I challenge the community to get 
involved and help The Mission 
complete everything they are 
dreaming of.” – Krystyna Jamieson 


