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INSIDE: Donald shares 
how your support gives 
him hope.

YOU are 
a blessing!
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Donald grew up with an abusive 
father. On his 18th birthday, 

his dad gave him a broken nose and 
a cracked rib. “He told me, ‘Happy 
birthday. Welcome to becoming a 
man,’” Donald says. “My father has a 
lot to do with why I got into drugs... it 
was my escape from that pain.” 

Fortunately, Donald’s mother 
was loving and supportive. She was 
the reason he was able to avoid 
homelessness – but as his drug 
addiction progressed, it became clear 
she could no longer take care of him.  

Desperate for help, Donald 
tried several recovery programs – 
but each time, he fell back 
into addiction. “I didn’t want to 
use drugs, and I didn’t want to be 
homeless. My biggest challenge was 

surrendering to God,” he 
says. “It wasn’t until I came 
to The Mission at Kern 
County that I embraced His 
goodness.” 

Shortly after coming to us, 
Donald joined our Christian Life 
Training Discipleship Program. 
Through counseling, classes and 
Christ-centered encouragement, he 
healed from his past. He addressed 
his struggles with anger and 
depression and began to lay a solid 
foundation for his future.  

Donald now works full-time 
and plans to go to college to study 
marine biology. Before joining the 
Mission, he avoided people. But now, 
being part of a community makes 
him really happy. For the first time 

in years, he feels hopeful and excited 
about his future.  

“Since entering the Mission, my 
life has changed dramatically. It’s the 
best thing I’ve ever done for myself,” 
he says. “Now I have joy and peace. I 
am restoring relationships with my 
mom, stepdad and sister.” 

Your gifts are bearing fruit in 
the lives of people like Donald. 
Now, his heart is full of hope this 
fall... thanks to your kindness! 
“I’m thankful to The Mission at Kern 
County because it changed my life. It 
made me a brand-new person.”

THE BEST 
THING 
I’VE EVER 
DONE.

“I was lost... scared. I 
prayed to God, ‘Please 
take care of me.’” 
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Thank you for investing in hope!   
A Message from CARLOS BALDOVINOS

19,583  
Meals Needed by Sept. 30!

SEPTEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

Scan to take  
action now!

Hunger Action Month

Sign up to 
serve a meal

Donate 
canned goods

Invite others 
to join you

Provide 
groceries

For just $3.03, YOU can 
provide a nourishing meal 
to end someone’s hunger. 
Send your gift today OR online 
at themissionkc.org.

September is Hunger Action Month! Join our community in 
this month-long movement to fight hunger... and TAKE ACTION 
to help even more hungry neighbors we’ll welcome this fall.

In these uncertain economic times, 
we know you have choices in how to use 
your resources. Thank you for choosing 
to invest in hope.  

Because of you, lives have been transformed at The 
Mission at Kern County. Men and women are graduating 
from our Discipleship Program, and our doors remain open 
to those who have nowhere to go.  

You’ve stood by us through every challenge, believing in 
the power of helping your neighbors. Without the support 
of friends like you, I don’t know where we’d be. 

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to helping 
“the least of these.” You help keep the lights on and hope alive 
for people battling hunger, addiction and homelessness. 

September is Hunger Action Month, and you have a 
unique opportunity to make a difference. We’re inviting 
you to provide 30 meals in 30 days for guests facing 
hunger. It’s a meaningful way you can be a force for change 
here in Kern County.   

Read Donald’s story on Page 3 to see how your 
generosity is changing lives. Because of you, he is 
looking ahead with hope. 

You are a beacon of light to our homeless neighbors, 
this month and all year long. I’m deeply grateful! 
   

Carlos Baldovinos, Executive Director 

Save the Date: 
Golf Tournament 

WHEN: Monday, October 20, 2025 

WHERE: Bakersfield Country Club 

This tournament sells out FAST! 
Scan the QR code for more 
information or contact Alexa Hall 
at ahall@themissionkc.org or 
(661) 325-0863. 



Addiction touches every corner of our community – but so can compassion. 

Your voice, your time, your gift – each one helps someone 
take their first step toward healing. Together, we can break 
the chains of addiction. This National Recovery Month, 
stand with us as we uplift men, women and mothers with 
children on their journey to freedom from addiction.  

A few hours of your time can mean 
a season of hope for someone else. 

Whether you come with family, 
friends or on your own, your presence 
will make a difference. Sign up today 
to serve joy, dignity and a hot meal 

this holiday season. 

 themissionkc.org/volunteer

VOLUNTEER ON 
THANKSGIVING 

AND
CHRISTMAS EVE

Join us in spreading warmth as we prepare for winter! As the 
temperatures drop, countless individuals and families are left 
vulnerable to the harsh cold. This is your chance to make a real 
difference!  

We are beginning to collect new and gently used winter clothing 
for those in need in our community. You can help by donating 
items such as coats, hats, gloves, scarves and thermal wear. Every 
piece counts!  

Donations can be dropped off at The Mission at Kern County, 
Monday – Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. After-hours donations can be made 
at the check-in booth. 

Fall 
Needs


