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Because of you, 
she has joy in 
her heart this 
Easter!

THANK YOU 
FOR GIVING
Maria
A NEW 
BEGINNING.
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Maria was forced to grow up too fast. A friend of 
the family sexually abused her at a young age, 

and she struggled to feel safe.
“I tried to tell my mom what had happened,” she 

says, “but she never believed me. She thought I was 
telling lies.” 

Without anyone to protect her, Maria started 
making dangerous choices as she struggled to 
cope with the trauma of her abuse. 

“I wanted to be an adult because my childhood 
was so bad… I wanted to drink and do drugs and just 
not think about what had happened to me.”

Sadly, over the years, Maria’s addiction further 
isolated her… including from her husband and 
children who tried to help her. “Eventually, my 
family wanted nothing to do with me.” 

Burdened with loneliness, Maria considered 
ending her life. “I was crying out to God… I was tired 
of the life I was living.”

Maria’s husband brought her to The Mission at 
Kern County, where she took the first brave step 
toward restoring her life.

In our discipleship program, Maria discovered a 
supportive, family-like environment to encourage 
her on her journey to recovery. Through classes and 
Bible study, she’s been able to process through some 
of the grief of her past… and find peace and healing 
through God’s love!

“Now I talk to God every day… and I recently got 
baptized! I know God has good plans for my life,” 
she says.

Today, Maria is looking forward to starting college 
classes to become a certified childcare worker, and 
she’s back in contact with her family again. 

With Jesus’ love in her heart and hope for the 
future, Maria is grateful for your support this 
Easter. “The Mission saved my life… They gave me a 
second chance… and they walked with me like family.”

“Coming to the Mission is the best thing that’s ever happened to me.”

“The Mission
saved my

life.” 



2 MKCEN

Easter is such an incredible time of year, isn’t it? A day when 
we’re both humbled by the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross and 
lifted up as children of the King. It still amazes me that God goes 
to such great lengths to make you and me part of His family!

That’s why we’re committed to making local men, women 
and children feel welcome here at The Mission at Kern 
County. We invite them to be part of our family… and share with 
them the eternal hope that Jesus freely offers us all when we 
accept Him as our Father.

This Easter, you are sharing the blessings of love and community 
with everyone who comes through our doors. Through your prayers 
and financial gifts, you give them the strength to overcome their 
current challenges and start on a path toward new life.

Thank you for making this Easter a season of rejoicing. I hope 
your own celebrations are especially meaningful, knowing 
how lives are being transformed through your generosity and 
God’s unending grace.

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director

A Message from CARLOS BALDOVINOS 

Help make a new beginning 
possible for more men and women 
this Easter!

 A hot meal for $2.05 – often the 
first step to a new life in Christ 

 An overnight stay in our safe 
shelter  

 Christ-centered care & healing in 
our life-change programs

 Give now using the enclosed 
reply card and envelope.

 Give online anytime at 
 themissionkc.org.

HELP OUR HURTING
NEIGHBORS THIS 

EASTERTHE GIFT OF
Eternal Life

 

The Next 70 and Beyond Legacy Giving CampaignThe Next 70 and Beyond Legacy Giving Campaign
The Mission at Kern County believes that every person is a sacred creation, and 

regardless of life’s brokenness, every person has hope and a future, and families will be 
reconciled. 

The Mission has become the very best at discerning community problems involving 
homelessness and addiction and then creating solutions that produce dignity, stronger 

community and quality of life. 

After 70 years of serving Bakersfield, the Mission has a vision for deepening 
its impact and expanding its outreach so that more lives will experience 

transformation… The Next 70 Circle.

     If your family or foundation is interested in investing in a legacy investment in God’s 
Kingdom, please contact our Executive Director Carlos Baldovinos today.

 Carlos Baldovinos – cbaldovinos@themissionkc.org



"Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life."  - Romans 6:4, NIV 

Albertsons 
and the Mission 
Partner to Feed 
our Children

The Mission at Kern County received a $10,710 Nourishing Neighbors 
grant from Albertsons Companies Foundation’s Nourishing Neighbors’ 
September 2022 fundraising campaign. During the month of September, 
customers were asked to donate at the register to help provide healthy 
breakfasts for children. The grant is a result of these generous donations. 
Thank you to all who gave!

The Mission will use this grant to provide healthy meals to the 
children living in our Lee and Krystyna Jamieson’s Recovery and 
Transitional Homes for Women & Children. 

Nourishing Neighbors is a charitable 
program of Albertsons Foundation. The 
program aims to eradicate childhood 
hunger in America by keeping food banks 
stocked and supporting meal distribution 
programs at schools. In 2020, Nourishing 
Neighbors enabled 350 million meals, 
invested $10.4 million in schools to feed 
children and provided $9 million toward 
empowering BIPOC communities through hunger programs. 

The Mission at Kern County is proud to partner with Nourishing 
Neighbors to help fight hunger issues in our community. To learn more 
about the Mission’s work to address hunger in our community, visit 
themissionkc.org. 

"Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life."  - Romans 6:4, NIV 

In 2015, the concept of a designer 
brand, secondhand store came to 
fruition. Encore Boutique opened, 
not only as a chic resale store, but 

also a job training program for men 
and women who are participating 
in the Mission’s One-Year Christian 

Discipleship Program.

Over the last 7 years, many 
individuals have been trained in 
customer service and other job 

readiness skills. Several have even 
been hired immediately after 

graduation in sales and retail. Our 
goal is to prepare and provide a 
path for men and women to live 

happy, healthy and productive lives.

When you shop at Encore Boutique 
or donate your gently used 

clothing, you will be giving back to 
the life-changing programs offered 

at The Mission at Kern County. 

Come check us out!

1817 Eye Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301

ENCORE!!
More than a “thrift-store!”




