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Don’t miss…
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Our Thanksgiving
Campaign has begun!
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“Now, I’m filled
with hope.”
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Celebrating 70 Years

ALMA IS GRATEFUL
& BLESSED THIS
THANKSGIVING

because of your support
You’ve given her hope and
new life this holiday!
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“Now I’m happy,

GRATEFUL AND
FILLED WITH HOPE.”

A

lma grew up with loving parents who would have done anything to
protect their little girl. “They were really strict about who I spent
time with outside of our family. Little did they know that one of my
uncles was abusing me.”
She didn’t tell her parents and she didn’t know how to cope with her
shame and brokenness on her own. “I felt miserable, like I wasn’t in
control of my own body, like I wasn’t safe,” she says. “I had a void inside
and, when I was 17, I started using drugs to fill it.”
Her addiction led her into an abusive relationship, further damaging
her self-esteem. But when her boyfriend started getting rough with their
children, Alma took them and left. “I gave them to my parents and said,
‘They’re safer with you than with me.’”
Eventually, Alma landed in jail and it was there, in the light of sobriety,
that her love for her children led her to change her life. When she was
released, she entered our Christian Life Training Discipleship Program.

“ When you look at me, you’re looking at a miracle.
”
Through the compassion of our counselors, Christian addiction
recovery and life skills classes, Alma encountered the healing love of the
Lord and it filled the void inside. “I learned that God loves me no matter
what and I learned to love and forgive myself,” she says. “Now, I’m no
longer ashamed.”
Alma completed the program and was reunited with her children.
They’ve been living happily together for the past eight years and she’s a
substance abuse counselor at the Salvation Army. “I help other addicts
find freedom from addiction. It’s God’s calling on my life. It’s what I was
meant to do.”
Alma’s heart is overflowing with gratitude this Thanksgiving
because YOUR loving support gave her the confidence and
support to rebuild her life. “I was hopeless, but now I’m a God-fearing
woman, happy and grateful and filled with hope.”

Hope for the Holidays

Gala

On Saturday, November 19, The
Mission at Kern County invites
you to join us at the Hope for
the Holidays Gala at Seven Oaks
Country Club. Reserve your
table today!
For event information,
please contact:
ahall@themissionkc.org,
call (661) 325-0863 or visit
themissionkc.org/events.
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Celebrating Thanksgiving Every Day of the Year
A Message from CARLOS BALDOVINOS
Here’s a wonderful Bible verse for this
season of Thanksgiving: “This is the day
that the LORD has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24) During
Thanksgiving, we gather to thank the Lord
for blessings of family, food and health.
But what if we kept that same, abundant spirit of the
holiday in giving thanks every day of the year?
Each day at the Mission, I see people who are thankful
for the gift of new life that YOU helped make possible! You
wrap them in God’s loving embrace. Teach them skills to build
brighter futures. Lift up our ministry and guests in prayer. And
rejoice over every heart restored and life rebuilt!
Life is challenging right now. With continuing inflation,
costs for necessities like housing, gas and groceries are

higher than ever. It’s even harder for our struggling neighbors
to make ends meet… and for our ministry to meet our
community’s pressing needs.
As The Mission at Kern County celebrates 70 years of
service in our community, I remain faithful to God’s calling
and grateful that I can rely on friends like you. My prayer this
Thanksgiving is that you will do the same.
I hope you will take comfort in the love of friends and
family, and the joy of knowing hearts are changed thanks to
you. God bless you!

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director

2022 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN
YOU can give our hurting neighbors reason to celebrate!

50,000
Meals Needed this Thanksgiving Season

Thanksgiving can be another difficult day for our
neighbors struggling to overcome homelessness…
poverty… addiction. But you can change that!
Just $2.05 provides a hot, nourishing meal. Your
gift welcomes someone to our table and leads to a
better life through:

Safe, welcoming
shelter

Classes & job
training
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Warm clothing,
coats & shoes

God’s lifechanging love

We need your help to serve thousands of meals this
holiday season! Please rush your 2022 Thanksgiving
Campaign gift today using the enclosed reply card
and envelope OR online at themissionkc.org.

Read Alma’s story – a life you
helped change!

A Summer of Interns
Celebrating 70 Years
of Hope and Restoration
For 70 years, The Mission at Kern
County has been offering lifechanging programs that address
the root causes of homelessness
and addiction.
Our services are free of charge to
those experiencing homelessness,
hunger and addiction.
Since 1952, thousands have walked
through our gates after years or
even decades of food insecurity,
domestic violence, physical and
mental abuse and self-destructive
behavior. They often believe there
is no hope for them... but we know
there IS hope for those who desire
change.
Philippians 4:13 says: “I can do
all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”
Our mission is to continue to
provide a path of restoration for
those seeking a new way of life.

The Mission was honored to host two interns through the Bank of
America Student Leaders program this summer. Incoming High School
seniors Nathaniel Chen (from Stockdale High) and Indiana Vargas Avellan
(of Bakersfield Christian) were chosen out of 59 Kern County applicants
by Bank of America. “Indiana and Nathan shadowed our directors in each
department to gain insight into how
we are combatting homelessness and
addiction,” says Mission Executive
Director Carlos Baldovinos. “It is our
hope that they will be able to take the
experiences gained at the Mission and
continue to advocate for the most
vulnerable throughout their lifetimes.”
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“I hope to learn
the significance
of community in
volvement and
leadership. Wit
h help from the
staff at The Mis
sion at Kern Cou
nty,
I am grateful to
participate in a
professional en
vironment with
community serv
ice in mind.”
– Indiana

Attention Golfers!
The Mission Cup is right around the corner, and you won’t want
to miss out on this year’s event! Whether you are a golf pro or a
weekend hacker, this “scramble” tournament is for you!
Join us October 24 at Bakersfield Country Club - 12:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start.

