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Restoring lives in your community since 1952… do you believe

Grateful 
through it all: 
Rico is especially 
thankful for YOU!
Your compassion & 
support change lives.



When Rico started drinking at 15, he never 
dreamed that alcohol would take over his life. 

“Hanging out with friends and drinking after school 
was something everyone did,” he says. “But I’ve been 
struggling with alcohol ever since.”

When he was 19, Rico married, and over the 
years, he and his wife raised six children, attending 
church together and volunteering in ministry. But 
Rico continued battling alcohol. “I’d get sober, but I 
always relapsed,” he says. “My marriage got rocky, my 
kids lost respect for me and I walked away from God. 
I had so much shame.”

Finally, his desperation drove Rico to call a friend 
who works on our staff. “I said, ‘I can’t do this 
anymore. I’m done. Is there any room at the Mission 
for me?’ And he said, ‘Sure. Come on.’”

Rico entered our Christian Life Training 
Discipleship Program, where Bible studies, chapel 
services, life skills classes and faith-based counseling 

led him to a life-changing encounter with Christ. 
“I had a head knowledge of the Lord before, 
but now He’s living in my heart. I’ve turned 
everything over to Him,” Rico says. “I’m joyful and 
peaceful.”

Rico hopes to reconcile with his wife one day, and 
his relationships with his children have already been 
restored. “I got back all their respect that I’d lost,” 
he says.

A graduate of the program, he’s now in our 
transitional housing, saving money while he works as 
a house manager for Bakersfield Recovery Services. “I 
love my job because I get to work with those who are 
struggling like I did. I let them know there’s a way out.”

As Rico celebrates this Thanksgiving, he feels 
incredibly thankful for your compassion and 
support – and how it’s given him a fresh start in 
life. “I was lost, but the Mission gave me all I needed 
to get back on track. They gave me a second chance.”

“Coming to the Mission SAVED MY LIFE.”
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I’M A DIFFERENT 
PERSON. THE 
TRANSFORMATION 
IS AMAZING.



 

It might surprise you that in 
another year filled with hardships 
and uncertainty, the overwhelming 
messages I hear are ones of gratitude 
and hope. 

Despite the challenges we still 
face as a community – or perhaps 
because of them – we remain 
connected to each other in a spirit 
of love and generosity. Your care 
and compassion have never been 
more evident here at The Mission 
at Kern County than right now, as 
we prepare for the Thanksgiving 
season.

You have stepped up to help our 
hurting neighbors as God has called 
us to do. Provided nourishing meals. 
Safe shelter. Life-restoring guidance. 
More than that, you’ve prayed for 
our ministry and guests. Encouraged 
others to join our mission to 
transform lives. Your love has made it 
possible for hearts to be restored and 
lives rebuilt. Now that’s something to 
celebrate!

As we count our blessings this 
Thanksgiving, you and other faithful 
friends are at the top of my list. As 
you enjoy the holiday season with 
your loved ones, both near and far 
away, I pray God will fill your heart 
with joy, peace and the comfort of 
knowing that lives have been changed 
thanks to your kindness.

I am grateful for you… today and 
every day. God bless!

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director

 

Giving thanks for 
ALL God’s blessings

A MESSAGE FROM 
CARLOS BALDOVINOS

Many of our neighbors are still 
struggling… trying to get back 
on their feet… trying not to lose 
hope. Today, YOU can help them!  

For just $2.05, you can provide 
a nourishing meal for a hungry 
neighbor this Thanksgiving 
season. And that meal opens the 
door to so much more…  

• Safe, welcoming shelter 
• Warm clothing, coats & 

shoes
• Life-skills classes, adult education & job training to help 

them get back on their feet after another tough year
• A chance to experience God’s love that changes lives

YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE AN IMPACT!

Read Rico's story 
to learn more!

2021 Thanksgiving Campaign
It’s been another challenging year for so 

many of our neighbors… 

50,000 
Meals Needed by Thanksgiving

+ + =
Please – help us be ready to serve thousands of meals to our 
homeless and hurting neighbors during the busy holiday season! 
Rush your 2021 Thanksgiving Campaign gift today.

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.

 Give online anytime at themissionkc.org.
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m CHECK ENCLOSED    m BILL MY CREDIT CARD   

    m   m   m   m 

The Mission at Kern County
P.O. Box 2222
Bakersfield, CA 93303-2222
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CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

PHONE #

EMAIL

CIV/SEC #

Donate now!   (661) 325-0863    themissionkc.org

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

m  $26.65 to feed & care for 13 people
m  $53.30 to feed & care for 26 people
m  $75.85 to feed & care for 37 people
m  $88.15 to feed & care for 43 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible
m  PLUS my gift of $___________ for the Lee & Krystyna 

Jamieson Recovery Home for Women & Children.

Carlos, I want to share food and care with my 
neighbors in need. Here’s my Thanksgiving 
gift of:

Helps the 
most!

Attention golfers: After this long, hot summer, it’s time 
to start thinking about fun activities for the fall and the 
cooler days ahead. The Mission Cup is right around the 
corner, and you won’t want to miss out on this year’s event!

Whether you are a golf pro or a weekend hacker, this 
“scramble” tournament is for you:

Monday, October 25
Bakersfield Country Club
10:30 a.m. – Registration & warm-up
12:00 p.m. – Scramble start
4:30 p.m. – Post-game dinner
By participating or sponsoring, you’ll make a difference 

in our community by providing hope and care to local men, 
women and children. For more information, please contact: 
ahall@themissionkc.org or call (661) 325-0863.

Mission Cup Golf Tournament

The Mission at Kern County invites you to join us at our Hope for the Holidays Gala at Seven 
Oaks Country Club on Saturday, November 20. 

For additional information, please visit our event page at themissionkc.org. 

HOPE HOLIDAYS GALAfor
the

 
Save the

 Date!

Save the
 Date!

The holidays will be here before you know it… 
and your help is needed so we can be ready! 
Here are 3 easy ways you can help your struggling 
neighbors:

1. Donate Food – By donating non-perishable 
food items, you’ll help us serve 600+ meals 
each day to homeless and near-homeless men, 
women and families. 

2. Donate Clothing & Toiletries – Offer every 
guest a warm welcome & comfort by donating 
toiletries, winter gear, socks and underclothing 
(especially for men).

3. Donate Children’s Items – Our littlest guests 
need your donation of diapers, baby shampoo, 
baby lotion, wipes, hand sanitizer, etc.

Please bring your donations to:
The Mission Distribution Center at 

821 E. 21st Street 
Monday - Saturday from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Christmas 
Wish List


