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still hope out there…
“There’s
somebody who cares
for you.”

L

upita wishes she had never
met the man who is now her
ex-boyfriend. What she thought
was love soon turned into a toxic
relationship – destroying her
health through drugs and abuse.
“He offered me drugs and I
got hooked,” she says. “It was the
worst mistake ever. I felt my whole
life just fall apart in front of me.”
Her family had suspicions that
something wasn’t right, and Lupita
tried to cover up the bruises and
hide her pain. But eventually her
sister found out about the abuse
and addiction.
“When my sister told my
parents I was mad. But then it
was the best thing ever because
I actually started getting help… I
was no longer just in it by myself.”

When a woman from her
church told Lupita about the
Mission, she knew it was where
she needed to be. “God opened
that door for me,” she says,
smiling.

I was hoping to find
healing… to feel loved
and accepted. I found
that love of God here
with the staff and
volunteers.
She entered our Christian Life
Training Discipleship Program,
where Bible studies, Christian
counseling and classes helped her

overcome addiction and heal from
past trauma.
Lupita graduated from the
program and is in our transitional
housing while she looks for a job.
She’s taking college classes for the first
time and saving money to buy a car.
She encourages anyone who is
lost and hurting to come to the
Mission, saying, “Don’t let fear
overtake you. That step of faith
will ground you in God’s love…
everything will be okay.”
Lupita is beyond grateful
for this second chance in life –
and says it’s thanks to the love
you’ve shown for a neighbor
like her. “I didn’t have self-worth,
but now I can tell myself I’m
beautiful. My father, God, loves me
no matter what.”
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Love Your Neighbor!
It starts with a meal for $2.05!
A Message from
CARLOS BALDOVINOS

Love Your Neighbor…
And Help Meet Our
Summer Challenge
The Bible tells us in Mark 12:31 (ESV),
“You should love your neighbor as
yourself.” And in these challenging times
as many of our neighbors are hurting,
those words are especially important.
You’ve seen how much people
are struggling right now. Nearly 1,600
people are homeless in Kern County
on any given night. Many are facing
hunger or unemployment… or even
greater difficulties like homelessness or
addiction. You see their suffering and
want to give them a helping hand and
show them God’s love.
That’s why I’m thankful for friends
like YOU. The summer months can be
difficult at the Mission – the meals we
serve during June, July and August
require $70,024 alone. Then you factor
in the costs to provide safe shelter and
faith-based recovery services during
the ongoing pandemic, as more of our
neighbors need help, and it all adds up.
We can’t meet this summer
challenge without your help!
During these busy months, I hope
you will remember our homeless
and struggling neighbors. They need
your encouragement, prayers and
compassion more than ever. Your
financial support of the Mission
is also critical to help make their
transformation possible.
Thank you for loving your neighbors
this summer and all
year long.

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director
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3 MONTHS OF
Help meet our community’s needs!
Your gift today provides:

42,949 meals

21,425 beds

hundreds of
hygiene items

countless hours of
counseling & education

life-transforming decisions
for Christ

r…
Donations slow down in summe
please help today!

Give now! themissionkc.org Support our Summer Campaign now!

LONG
HOT SUMMER
It's Gonna’ be a

As we head into the most intense
season of the year, we will continue to
serve hundreds of individuals at the
Mission each and every day. The triple
digits bring hundreds of men, women
and children to our campus to escape
the brutal Bakersfield heat (we are
an official cooling center in Kern
County), receive a healthy meal and
be offered the hope and love of
Jesus Christ.
YOU CAN HELP! We can use
the following to help the most
vulnerable in Old Town Kern:
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Women’s & Children’s
Transitional Home to be
Unveiled Soon!
After almost two years of prayer and
planning, The Mission at Kern County will
unveil a Transitional Home for Women & Children this summer! This new 13-bedroom facility will provide a
safe home for women with children who have completed our 18-month Addiction Recovery Program.
Since May of 2018, the Mission has been blessed to help hundreds of mothers with children overcome
life-altering addictions through the power of Jesus Christ. We are ready to begin the next step by offering
an additional year for the graduates. This will
help them save money, continue to receive
services offered by the Mission and give
them a safe place to live while looking for
permanent housing.
The Mission at Kern County has provided
a spiritual approach to meeting the needs
of both men and women struggling with
addictions for over 60 years. We are eager
to see more family relationships restored, as
men, women and children are provided the
resources to develop independent, healthy
and whole lifestyles.

