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Restoring lives in your community since 1952… do you believe

Inside: Read how your 
compassion and support 
changes lives.

Carrissa’s 
heart is filled 
with gratitude 
for YOU!
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When Carrissa was a little girl, she dreamed 
of a stable, loving place to call home, but 
instead, she moved from one relative’s home 

to another. And when she finally went to live with her 
mother at the age of seven, her dream turned into a 
nightmare. “My mom was addicted to meth and had a 
mental illness,” she says. “And her friend, the babysitter, 
molested me until I was 10. I felt so ashamed.”

Carrissa was just eight years old when she began 
numbing her pain with drugs – the beginning of a 
20-year struggle with addiction. But, along the way, 
she had children and it was her love for them that led 
her to freedom. “A CPS worker was supposed to take 
my children, but he saw something good in me and 
gave me the option to come to the Mission’s Recovery 
Home for Women & Children instead.”

Through our Discipleship Program’s chapel 
services, Bible studies and Christian mentoring, 
Carrissa surrendered her life to the Lord. “God has 
shown me how to be content, humble and loving, 
and I’m continuing to grow in Him.”

Meanwhile, through Christ-centered counseling 
and life skills classes, she’s found emotional healing 

and developed the skills to become the kind of mother 
she’d always longed for. “I wasn’t loved as a child, but 
now I feel worthy of love,” she says. “I’ve learned 
how to love my children and they love me back!”

After she graduates, Carrissa and her children will 
stay in our transitional housing while she works and 
saves money for a home of their own. “I’m going to 
give my kids a stable life,” she says.

This Thanksgiving season – and all through 
the year – your kind generosity fills hearts 
with hope and gratitude – and transforms lives 
through God’s love! “I was alone and helpless, but 
now I’m hopeful and blessed. I feel a love here like I’ve 
never felt before.”

“I said ‘Take me to
the Mission, because you’re not

taking my kids!’”

“I WASN’T 
LOVED AS 
A CHILD, 
BUT NOW  
I feel worthy 
of love.”



The past few months have been 
challenging for all of us. No one is 
immune to the stress of uncertainty 
or the fear of the unknown. And 
especially this year, far too many of 
our neighbors have also felt the harsh 
reality of losing their livelihoods – 
their ability to provide for themselves 
or their families, as unemployment in 
Kern County rose to 12%. They join 
scores of others already turning to 
The Mission at Kern County for food, 
shelter and life-restoring guidance.

Yet, through it all, my heart is 
filled with gratitude – for God’s 
faithfulness… the goodness of 
mankind… and your dedication to 
serving “the least of these.” 

As more struggling people reach 
out to us, you are there for them. 
You are among the heroes who 
put others’ needs above your own. 
You join us on the front lines of 
compassion and kindness, loving your 
neighbors when they need it most. 
Now, as we anticipate an increased 
need for food and care throughout 
the fall, my greatest hope is that you’ll 
continue your amazing support this 
Thanksgiving season. 

Regardless of the season or the 
challenges around us, remembering 
our blessings brings us comfort, 
peace and joy. This Thanksgiving, as 
we gather with our loved ones, I pray 
each of us finds strength in God… one 
another… and our own grateful hearts.

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director
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You fill my heart 
with Thanksgiving.

A MESSAGE FROM 
CARLOS BALDOVINOS

Our hearts are filled with Thanksgiving for
your faithful support!

Give now using the enclosed 
reply card and envelope.

Give online anytime at 
themissionkc.org.

Please help us now to prepare for the thousands of meals we’ll serve to our 
homeless and struggling neighbors throughout the Thanksgiving season. Your 
generosity will not only provide nourishing food for hungry people, but also 
opportunities for lives to be restored:

faith-based counseling • life-skills classes 
vocational training • and more!   

Your giving spirit can mean a new beginning for hurting individuals and 
families right here in our community. Share your heart of thanksgiving by 
giving your 2020 Thanksgiving Campaign gift today.

$2.05
for 1 hot meal 

Practical guidance 
and God’s

life-changing LOVE

$15.69
for 1 night of 
safe shelter

CAN LEAD 
TO

SEE HOW YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE AN IMPACT!

Join our 
2020 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN!

50,000
Meals Needed by Thanksgiving

Gala –Save the Date!Gala –Save the Date!
On Friday, November 20, The Mission at Kern County

invites you to join us at the

Hope for the Holidays GalaHope for the Holidays Gala  
at Seven Oaks Country Club. 

 
For additional information and updates,

please visit our event page at themissionkc.org.



m  $26.65 to feed & care for 13 people
m  $53.30 to feed & care for 26 people
m  $75.85 to feed & care for 37 people
m  $88.15 to feed & care for 43 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible
m  PLUS my gift of $___________ for the Lee & Krystyna 

Jamieson Recovery Home for Women & Children.

Carlos, please use my 2020 Thanksgiving 
Campaign gift to provide meals, care & hope for 
hurting neighbors:

 This would be 
a blessing!

FAL20

m CHECK ENCLOSED    m BILL MY CREDIT CARD   

    m   m   m   m 

The Mission at Kern County
P.O. Box 2222
Bakersfield, CA 93303-2222
AFTTFDTFATDADFADADAATAFTFFDDFFFAAFAFADDDTTFFFAFDDDADAADTDTTTFFTDF

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

PHONE #

EMAIL

CIV/SEC #

Donate now!   (661) 325-0863    themissionkc.org

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

It’s been a long hot summer, but cooler days are ahead. It’s 
time to start thinking about some fun activities for the fall.

ATTENTION
GOLFERS!

The Mission Cup is right around the corner, and you won’t want 
to miss out on this year’s event! Whether you are a golf pro or 

a weekend hacker, this “scramble” tournament is for you!

Where: Bakersfield Country Club
When: October 26, 2020

Choose from two shotgun start times:
8:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

By participating or sponsoring, you will be making a difference 
in our community by helping us provide hope and care to 
struggling men, women and children in our community. 

For more information, please contact:
jdurham@themissionkc.org 

or call (661) 325-0863.

Beginning in June, the Mission received 
weekly shipments of 3,700 10-pound boxes 

of protein. Our hearts were filled as we 
welcomed thousands of families every 
Wednesday to our campus for curbside 

delivery of this much needed food.

Thanks to YOUR generosity, we were 
not only able to remain open throughout 

the uncertainty caused by COVID-19, 
but we were also able to give back to our 

wonderful community.

Thank you
for your continued support!


