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Restoring lives in your community since 1952… do you believe

Meet Erika
She can’t thank 
YOU enough!

Because of you, Erika’s heart
is filled with new hope

this Easter.



Erika remembers walking the streets, homeless and
broken, a Bible clutched in her hand, feeling called to a 

different life. “I didn’t know anything about the Bible or God. 
I just knew I was thirsty for something, but I didn’t know it 
was Him,” she says.

She’d grown up in a physically and verbally abusive home, 
never feeling loved or valued. When she was in high school, 
she sought validation in her relationship with her boyfriend, 
and they started a family together. But he turned abusive, 

further eroding her sense of worth.
When Erika was 18, she left her children with her mother 

and began numbing her pain with drugs. Before long, she was 
homeless and wound up in trouble with the law. It was then 
she discovered what she’d been thristing for. “I gave my 
life to the Lord in jail and, when I got out, God led me 
here.”

Erika overcame her addiction through our Christian Life 

Training Discipleship Program but, after graduation, realized 
she was still struggling with bitterness and resentment. She 
and her children then came to our Lee & Krystyna Jamieson 
Recovery Home for Women & Children, where Bible studies, 
Christian counseling and life-skills classes have strengthened 
Erika’s faith and helped her heal. “I’ve learned to forgive. I’ve 
overcome my past hurts so they’re not dragging me down 
anymore,” she says. “And through parenting classes, I’m a 
better mother. My daughters are very happy.”

Erika plans to complete the program, go to work, create a 
loving home for her children and become a juvenile probation 
officer. “I want to help the younger generation,” she says.  

You may never meet Erika, but she’s eternally 
grateful to YOU for your support – today, her heart 
is filled with new hope for the future. “I was hopeless, 
angry and ashamed, but now I know God’s love for me. I’m 
peaceful and happy.”

NOW I 
KNOW 
GOD’S
LOVE 
FOR ME.

I  HAVE A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON GOD AND HIS WILL FOR MY LIFE.
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Holiday Attendance at the Mission Nearly Doubles… 
Character of Community Is Revealed Once Again

During our Thanksgiving and Christmas meals combined, we were able to provide 
hot meals for more than 1,400 people over the Holiday Season! Thank you to all who 
provided food, donations and volunteer hours at the Mission! Your generosity and 
partnership with The Mission at Kern County means that together, we can provide 
more hope in our community. 

Thanks for believing in us!



“For He has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness & transferred 
us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our 
freedom & forgave our sins.” Colossians 1:13-14, NLT

My friends, Easter will be here 
soon – and with it, the joy of being 
able to celebrate and shout, “He is 
risen indeed!” 

I can’t think of a truth that’s 
more important to those staying 
at the Mission right now… men and 
women who are facing devastating 
struggles with homelessness, 
poverty and addiction.

That Jesus overcame death and 
rose again to offer a hurting world 
hope resonates with our guests. 
In Jesus, they see that they too 
can overcome! As they begin to 
trust Him, their past guilt and shame 
transforms into hope for a brighter 
future. They walk in freedom, 
knowing that they’re forgiven. 

Forgiveness is a doorway to 
new life. It opens up our guests to 

accepting love – not just God’s, but 
love from our staff, their families and 
even themselves. From there, they 
blossom into the people they were 
always meant to be. 

This Easter, I pray you’ll 
experience the glorious hope of the 
cross in your life… and remember 
that YOU are making it possible for 
hurting people to find forgiveness 
and freedom through the cross too. 
I’m so grateful that each time you 
reach out to help, more hearts are 
touched by the love of a risen Savior. 

Carlos Baldovinos
Executive Director

A Message from CARLOS BALDOVINOS

YOUR GIFTS ARE 
TRANSFORMING LIVES THIS 
EASTER SEASON
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Steve didn’t have much hope left when he came to our door. Thanks 
to you, he was warmly welcomed and provided with the basic necessities 
that restored his hope:   

• A hot meal for $2.05
• An overnight stay in our shelter (just $15.69!) 
• Clothing, showers & Christ-centered care

This Easter, as Steve celebrates the hope in his life, YOU can give even 
more people the gift of meals and care that’s often the first step to 
healing and a new life in Christ!  

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.
Give online anytime at themissionkc.org.

Thank you again for your support of our Mission guests! Happy Easter! 

STEVE 
CAME FOR 
A MEAL…

… AND IT WAS THE START 
OF A NEW LIFE!

Each meal you give makes a big       
                                  difference!

Your Mission… online!
For updates on all that’s happening

at your Mission and new ways
to get involved,

visit themissionkc.org.

Get social
with your local Mission –

visit
Facebook.com/missionatkc

Volunteer at the Mission
Did you know that the Mission
offers volunteer opportunities
Mondays through Saturdays?



After a long period of waiting, the Mission will 
soon begin the process of expanding our services to 
include 40 additional beds in our Emergency Shelter. 
The renderings have been drawn, and we are very 
excited to update you as the project progresses. The 
Mission at Kern County is committed to continue to 
provide services to help our community combat the 
current homeless crisis.

It is our intention to offer additional services to 
homeless and hurting individuals. The expansion will allow us to assess their needs 
and give them the tools to become self-sufficient members of our community. 
The Mission's goal is to offer a hand-up, NOT a hand-out. We not only will provide 
additional shelter services, but we will also continue to offer services such as résumé 

building resources, job search 
site and Microsoft Office training.

We ask that you please keep us in 
prayer as we embark on this much-
needed endeavor.

Shelter Services to Be Expanded and Improved


